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(Continued from page 291.) 

Chaptee III. 
THE TEOOP BECOMES THE SECOND CITY TEOOP. 

An important event in local affairs occurred in the 
winter of. 1784-5. This was nothing less than the 
division of Philadelphia County hy Act of Assembly, 
September 10, 1784, a considerable portion of the terri- 
tory now going to form Montgomery County. As a 
result of this partition a number of the former Phila- 
delphia County troopers found themselves expatriated, 
as it were; and no longer being residents of Philadel- 
phia County they were no longer eligible as members 
of the County Troop of Horse. Accordingly, in the 
spring of 1785 there appeared the following public 
notice : — 77 

"Philadelphia County, April 12, 1785.— n.b.— A 
number of vacancies have happened in the troop, by 
the county of Philadelphia being divided; any gentle- 
man desirous of joining said troop of horse is requested 
to make his application soon, at the subscriber's office, 
in the Northern-Liberties, 78 Philadelphia county. 

""William Coats, Lieutenant of the 
county of Philadelphia." 
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Later in this year appeared the following notice : — 79 

"The Gentlemen of the Troop of Horse of Mont- 
gomery county, are requested to meet, properly 
equipped, at the house of Abraham Duffield, at the 
Crooked Billet, 80 on Monday the 20 th instant, at eight 
o'clock in the Morning. 

"J. Morris." 
"August 15, 1785." 

In September, the following notice appeared: — 81 

"The troops of light dragoons will meet the 18 th of 
October, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, at the house of 
William Lesher, in Germantown, with their accoutre- 
ments compleat. 

"William Coats, Lieut, of Phil, county." 
' ' Philadelphia, September 23, [1785] . ' ' 

And the following in November : — 82 

"The County Light Horse are desired to meet (for 
the last time this season) at the house of Mr. John 
Dover s [sic], at the old Eising-Sun, on the German- 
town road, 4 miles from Philadelphia, the 18 th instant. 
It is hoped every man will be well equipped, and be 
punctual in meeting at 10 o'clock in the Morning. 

"Signed, Wm. Coats, lieut. county Philad." 
"Philadelphia county, November 10, 1785." 

In 1786, the first Troop notice appeared in April : — M 

' ' The Troop of Light-Horse of the county of Phila- 
delphia, will please to take Notice, that they are to 
Parade on Tuesday next, the 2 a of May, precisely at 
9 o 'clock in the Morning, at the Old Rising Sun, on the 
Germantown road, properly equipt as Light-Horsemen, 
in order to join the 2 d Battalion, commanded by Colonel 
[Matthew] Holegate [sic]. 

" William Coats, Lieut. C. P. " 
"Philadelphia, County, April 26, 1786." 

Vol. XLV.— 25 
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Naturally, the limitation of the territory of the 
county more closely allied the interests of its inhabi- 
tants with those of the city proper. Consequently, 
when, in 1786, Captain Snyder was compelled to 
relinquish the command of the Troop, it was but 
logical that the members of the organization should 
select as their leader one whose interests lay in both 
city and county. Therefore, Robert Hopkins, a mem- 
ber of the City battalion, was chosen as Captain 
Snyder's successor, in April, 1786, and administered 
the Troop affairs during the next two years. 84 Israel 
Elliot, at that time became Lieutenant of the Troop 
and Isaac Keen, Cornet. 

That the military instinct was strong in the land at 
this date, and that the War of the Revolution had not 
been followed by a period of reaction and stagnation, 
as is so often the case, may be proved by two interest- 
ing excerpts from the State records of 1786. The first 
of these is a note directed to 

"His Excellency, the President of the Supreme 
Council 85 

' ' The Officers of the Militia of the City and Liberties 
of Philadelphia present their most respectful Compli- 
ments to his Excellency the President [Governor] and 
members of the Hon ble the Supreme Executive Council, 
requesting the Honor of their presence at a review of 
the Light Companies and other Detatchments [sic] of 
said Militia, on Thursday the 14 th Inst, at 3 o 'clock in 
the Afternoon. 

"Philad a Sept. 12 th , 1786." 

Six weeks later we find the following typical letter 
from Colonel Francis Mentges to Vice-President 
Biddle:— 86 

" Philadelphia, the 26 th 8bre, 1786 

"Sir, 

The Battallion of Artillery was, at their last 
Muster Day, prevented of parading on account of the 
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weather, they therefore concluded at a very numerous 
meeting to parade on Monday next with two pieces of 
ordnance, provided with 60 pounds of Oatridges at 
their own expence, and to take up a Line of March, in 
conjunction with the Troops of Light Dragoons and the 
Companies of Light Infantry, to perform the different 
evolutions and firings to close the season; of which 
corps they have honored me with the command. I 
thought proper to inform you and the Hon'ble the 
Council of this manoeuvre, and hope it will meet with 
your approbations, which will afford the greatest satis- 
faction to those Citizens who are wishing to be perfect 
in the military art, to act as soldiers in case of necessity. 
' ' I have the honor to be, 
"with the highest esteem, 

"Your Ob. H. Servt, 

"P. Mentges. 87 
"N.B. You will please to favor me with an answer 
today. 

"The Honb. Charles Biddle, Vice President." 

The announcement for the Fall drills, appeared in 
September as follows : — 88 

"Philadelphia County, September 14, 1786. 

"The Militia of the county of Philadelphia are 
hereby Notified, That agreeable to the direction of the 
Militia Law, they are to meet on the following days to 
exercise, viz. In companies the two first Mondays in 
the month of October, viz: the 2d and 9 01 . The first 
battalion on Monday the 16 th of October. The second 
battalion on Tuesday the 17 th ditto. 

"The teoop op light deagoons will please to observe 
thay they are to meet the first battalion on Monday the 
16 th , near the ten mile stone, on the Newtown road, 
properly mounted and equipt. 

< ' Wm. Coats, Lieut. C. P. " 
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The usual Fall inspection followed this event in a 
few weeks, as is shown in the accompanying record : — 89 
' ' The battalion of militia, commanded by Col. Matthew 
Jones, and which is composed of the freemen of Phila- 
delphia and Montgomery counties, was, on Friday last 

[Oct. 20], reviewed by the Inspector General 

The troops of light dragoons, with their horses well 
trained and uniformly caparisoned, commanded by 
Captain [Robert] Hopkins and Lieutenant Jones, be- 
longing to the above mentioned counties, joined and 
acted on the wings of the battalion in its several posi- 
tions, and closed the evolutions by firing their pistols 
and charging each other in sham fight. ' ' 

Military activity for 1786 closed on November 6, as 
the following notices state: 90 — "A number of the gen- 
tlemen belonging to the several corps of Light Dra- 
goons of the city and county, artillery and light in- 
fantry of the city and liberties, propose to assemble 
on the Commons, at 8 o'clock next Monday morning 
[October 30], in order to close the exercises for the 
season. It is proposed to form, take up a line of march, 
make a short circuit, and perform the several evolu- 
tions and firings. This measure has been signified to 
his hon. the supreme executive council, and has met 
with their highest approbation. 

"The officers of the respective corps above men- 
tioned, are therefore requested to meet Col. Mentges, 
at five o'clock this afternoon, in the state house yard, in 
order to fix and determine upon the necessary arrange- 
ments. 
"October 27, 1786." 

A special interest is attached to this notice as being 
the first direct indication of the drawing together of 
the militia and volunteers of the city and county. In 
a little over a year from this date the County Troops 
became known as the Second City Troop. The pro- 
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posed drill was postponed a week, as the following 
notice shows: 91 — 

"The badness of the weather on Monday last, having 
prevented the assembling of the Volunteer Corps of 
the Militia, of the City, liberties and county, as was 
proposed and agreed on, they are hereby informed that 
Monday next [Nov. 6], precisely at 8 o'clock, a. m., is 
assigned for that purpose: It is therefore earnestly 
requested, that the Gentlemen composing the cavalry, 
artillery and light infantry, will be punctual in their 
attendance, as it will be the last general review for the 
season. Each dragoon will furnish himself with 9 
rounds, and each light infantry soldier with 20 rounds 
of cartridges. 

"F. Mentges, Insp. Gen. p.m. 
"Nov. 1, [1786]." 

Later we read: 92 — "Monday last [Nov. 6], five light 
infantry companies, a detachment of artillery, and the 
light dragoons of the county, assembled on the com- 
mons of this city, took up a line of march, proceeded to 
a field on the Germantown road, performed several 
evolutions and firings, returned to the Commons in the 
evening (making a detour or circuitous march of near 
nine miles), expended the residue of their ammunition 
prepared for the purpose, and thus concluded the 
parade exercises for the season. Colonel Mentges, in- 
spector general, was honored with the command on the 
occasion." 

The days of exercise for the spring of 1787 are re- 
corded in the following public notice : 93 — 

"Philadelphia county, April 3, 1787. 
"Notice is hereby given to the inrolled militia of the 
county of Philadelphia, that the following days are 
appointed by law as days of exercise, viz. In com- 
panies the two last Mondays in the month of April, viz. 
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the 23 d and 30 th ; And in battalion, in the following 
order: The first battalion, commanded by Colonel 
[Isaac] Worrell, on the first Monday in May, viz. the 
7 th . The second battalion, commanded by Colonel 
[Matthew] Holegate, on Tuesday, the 8 th day of May. 
The Troops of Light Dragoons are to meet the Second 
battalion, commanded by Colonel Holegate, on their 
parade day, by eleven o'clock in the morning. . . . 

"William Coats, Lieut, c. p." 

An account of the Troop drill on this occasion [ad- 
vanced one day] is preserved: — 94 "On Monday last 
[May 7] the 2 a battalion of Philadelphia County Mi- 
litia paraded on the Commons near G-ermantown, with 
the county troop of light dragoons. The battalion was 
commanded by Col. Holgate, the troop by captain Hop- 
kins ; and it is with pleasure we assure the public that 
the battalion and troop went through the different 
manoeuvres and firing with the greatest skill and abil- 
ity. Such an example ought to influence the other 
counties to qualify themselves for the service of their 
country, which, in the present state of things, may de- 
mand the assistance of every friend to good govern- 
ment." 

The following month, June, 1787, the Troop par- 
ticipated in a general review of the city and county 
militia by President Washington. 95 On October 1, 1787, 
there occurred the last parade for the season of the 
Light Companies attached to the Eegiments of the City 
and Liberties, in which the County Troop participated." 
The trend of the Troop toward the city, which had been 
manifesting itself with great rapidity since the division 
of the county, was irresistible, and finally the Legis- 
lature of the State was petitioned to authorize its in- 
clusion among the volunteer organizations of the city. 
Accordingly, there was passed, on March 22 a , 1788, an 
Act entitled, "An Additional Supplement to the Acts 
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for the Regulation of the Militia of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania," in which appears the following: — " 



STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

An additional Supplement to the Acts for the regu- 
lation of the Militia of the Commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Whereas the present laws for the regulation of the 
Militia of this Commonwealth prove very burthensome 
and expensive to those who spend their time in attend- 
ing on Muster days, as well as to those who from con- 
scious scruples or otherwise neglect or refuse to give 
such attendance and more especially as the benefits de- 
rived or which can possibly be expected to be derived 
to the State under the present system are by no means 
proportionate to the certain loss and expence incurred 
thereby : And whereas it is conceived that the present 
laws for the regulation of the Militia of this Common- 
wealth might be rendered less burthensome by lessen- 
ing the days of exercise and improved by furnishing 
the Militia with powder, in order to go through their 
firings on such days as may be thought necessary for 
them to attend on military duty. 

Be it therefore enacted and it is hereby enacted by 
the representatives of the Freemen of the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania in General Assembly met, and 
by the authority of the same, That the Lieutenant of 
the city of Philadelphia, and of the several counties 
within this Commonwealth are hereby empowered and 
required to furnish the officers commanding battalions 
or corps for every Militia Man bearing arms in such 
battalion or corps within the city and several counties 
aforesaid, with thirteen cartridges for the purpose of 
going through their firings, every battalion day, where- 
on by law they are required to attend military duty, 
and to apply so much of the money arising from fines 
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on delinquents for their non attendance on Militia 
duty as will defray said expence. Provided always, 
that the delivery of cartridges by the commanding 
officers respectively, shall be confined to the men 
actually under arms, and if such commanding officers 
respectively, shall have received more cartridges than 
are necessary agreeably to this act for the number of 
men actually appearing under arms on the parade, they 
shall return the overplus agreeably to a field return to 
be delivered to the respective county lieutenants, in 
convenient time after each battalion day: 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That from and after the passing of this act, the fine 
on non-commissioned officers and privates for non- 
attendance on Militia duty, every battalion day where- 
on, by law, the enrolled Militia, within this Com- 
monwealth, are required to attend Milita duty shall be 
the sum of seven shillings and six pence and no more. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That so much of the act of General Assembly, entitled 
"A further supplement to the act entitled, an act for 
the regulation of the Militia of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania," as requires the enrolled Militia to meet 
in companies on the several days therein mentioned, 
and which imposes a fine of five shillings on such as 
neglect or refuse to meet on such days of exercise, is 
hereby repealed and made null and void, any thing in 
the several laws of this Commonwealth for the regula- 
tion of the Militia contained, to the contrary in any 
wise notwithstanding. 

And whereas several of the Freemen of the city of 
Philadelphia, with a view to render themselves as use- 
ful to their country in the character of Militia as pos- 
sible, have voluntarily associated and formed them- 
selves into a troop of Light Dragoons, and are desirous 
of being authorized and established as such by law. 

Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
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That in addition to the troop of Militia Light Dragoons 
for the said city already formed under the laws of this 
Commonwealth, there shall be one other troop of Light 
Dragoons for the said city, formed by volunteer asso- 
ciation of the Freemen of the said city (including those 
persons who have already voluntarily associated and 
formed themselves as aforesaid), to consist of one 
Captain, one First Lieutenant, one Second Lieutenant, 
one Cornet, four Sergeants, four Corporals, one Far- 
rier, one Trumpeter and sixty eight privates, which said 
additional troop shall be under the like rules and regu- 
lations with the other Militia troop of Light Dragoons 
within this Commonwealth and the Officers of the said 
corps, shall be accordingly and in like manner commis- 
sioned by the Supreme Executive Council. 

And whereas some of the Militia of this State have 
voluntarily formed themselves into companies of Light- 
armed Infantry and have attached themselves to the 
battalions, from which they have been respectively 
formed, and others influenced by their example, may be 
desirous of forming like companies from other bat- 
talions ; 

Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That it shall and may be lawful, for the volunteers 
composing the aforesaid companies of light infantry, to 
elect by ballot one captain, one first and one second 
lieutenant, and that non-commissioned officers of such 
companies shall be appointed in like manner as is usual 
in the other militia, and the said companies respectively 
may consist of sixty eight men, exclusive of officers, 
provided such number have joined or hereafter shall 
join such companies, and shall be attached to, and act 
with the battalion from which they are or shall be 
formed, and be subject to like rules and regulations as 
the other militia of this State. 

And be it further enacted by the authority afore- 
said, That whenever forty volunteers from any bat- 
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talion within this commonwealth, shall signify to the 
commanding officer thereof their intention of forming 
a company of light infantry, and shall be willing to 
equip and cloath themselves in uniform for that pur- 
pose, it shall be lawful for them to elect their officers, 
and thereafter they may consist of like number, and 
shall be governed and regulated in like manner as the 
companies mentioned in the section last preceding. 

Signed by order of the House, 

THOMAS MIFFLIN, Speaker. 

Enacted into a Law at Philadelphia, 
on Saturday the twenty second day 
of March, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty eight. 

PETEK ZACHAEY LLOYD, 
Clerk of the General Assembly. 

"Sect. V. And whereas several of the freemen of 
the city of Philadelphia, with a view to render them- 
selves as useful to their country, in the character of 
militia, as possible, have voluntarily associated, and 
formed themselves into a troop of light dragoons, and 
are desirous of being authorized and established as 
such by law : Be it thebefobe enacted by the Atj- 
thobity Afobesaid, That in addition to the troop of 
militia light dragoons for the said city, already formed 
under the laws of this commonwealth, there shall be 
one other troop of light dragoons for the said city, 
formed by volunteer association of the freemen of the 
said city (including those persons who have already 
voluntarily associated and formed themselves as afore- 
said) to consist of one Captain, one first Lieutenant, 
one second Lieutenant, one Cornet, four Sergeants, 
four Corporals, one Farrier, one Trumpeter, and fifty- 
eight privates, which said additional troop shall be 
under like rules and regulations with the other militia 
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troop of light dragoons within this commonwealth, and 
the officers of the said corps shall he accordingly, and in 
like manner, commissioned hy the Supreme Executive 
Council." 

Then came into existence the Second City Troop. A 
reorganization was immediately accomplished; and 
Captain Hopkins refusing another term of office, he 
was succeeded, on May 24, 1788, hy William Bingham, 
according to the following "Return of Officers Elected 
and Nominated Aggreeable [sic] to the Militia Law of 
this State, by [Colonel] Wm. Henry, Lieut., City Phila- 
delphia, Lieutenant's office, June 1st, 1788: — 98 
"William Bingham, Captain, May 24, 1788. 
William Jackson, 1st Lieut., " " " 
James Campbell," 2d Lieut., " " " 
Jacob Cox, Cornet, " " 



Chaptee IV. 

THE EAELT OFFICEBS OP THE TBOOP. 

Of the three captains of the county troop prior to 
its development into the Second City Troop, but scanty 
information, other than that contained in the extant 
Troop records, can be obtained. 

The Faries family from early Colonial times in 
Pennsylvania has held a permanent place in the differ- 
ent communities in which its members have been 
located. The name has been variously spelled — Faris, 
Fearis, Faires, Fariess, Ferris, Faerfs, Farris, Faries 
— but it has finally established itself in its present form. 
All are descended from the Welsh settler, Jacob Faris, 
who was one of the builders of the old church in Pen- 
cader, Delaware. 

Owen Faeies was born about 1750, and, on April 27, 
1779, was married, in Christ Church, to Jane Lukens. 
On December 4, 1779, he laid before the Supreme Ex- 
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ecutive Council "a Certificate of the Payment of Seven- 
teen thousand and Ten pounds to Colonel George Smith, 
Agent for forfeited estates in the County of Philadel- 
phia, being the Purchase money of a Tract of Land, 
late the Property of Henry Jounhin, forfeited to the 
State and sold by the Land Agent. And a draft of 
survey of the said Land, signed by Robert Loller and 
certified by Thomas Hale, one of the Agents for said 
County, and a Deed granting the same to the said 
Owen Faries. Being read, Ordered, That the same be 
Executed according to Law. ' ' 10 ° In 1780, he resided in 
Grermantown, and offered for sale "a small plantation 
in Hatfield Township ; ' ' the same year there is recorded 
the sale of the estate of John Wright to Owen Faries, 
comprising a tract of land of 50 acres in Hatfield town- 
ship for 5100 pounds Continental money, with a ground 
rent of 2B bushels of wheat. 101 On October 19, 1780, 
Owen Faries requests "those to whom he is indebted 
to bring in their accounts by the first day of December 
next, as he intends to move to Philadelphia." 102 He 
was elected a member of Lodge No. 4, of the Masonic 
Order of Philadelphia, on March 23, 1779, but opposite 
his name is the significant entry: "Gone, not known 
where." On June 18, 1782, an order of the Supreme 
Executive Council of Pennsylvania, "was drawn on the 
Treasurer in favor of Peter Frailey and Owen Ferris 
for two pounds specie, for their services in securing 
James M'Cullough, a deserter from the Continental 
army; 103 and, on April 12, 1783, the Council granted to 
Owen Ferris a passport to New York. 104 From this 
time all trace of him is lost. On May 1, 1784, there is 
recorded in Philadelphia a firm, Brown and Fearis, 
having a commission store the second door below 
Spruce in "Water Street. 105 On July 3, 1790, the partner- 
ship of James Hutton and a Mr. Farris was dissolved. 106 
What relationship these persons bore to Owen Faries 
is not known. About this time a branch of the Faries 
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family purchased a large tract of land near the present 
town of Smyrna, Delaware, where some of that name 
still live. Owen Faries commanded the Troop of 
Horse from May, 1775, to December 2, 1780, when he 
was succeeded by David Snyder. In 1779, Charles 
Wilson Peale painted a miniature of ' ' Captain Farris, 
of the Light Horse of Germantown. ' ' 107 

David Snydeb (Schneideb), miller, lived in or near 
Oxford township, near Frankf ord, Philadelphia County, 
where some of his descendants still reside. He has left 
but few records of his life. He was related to Christian 
Schneider, who arrived in Philadelphia, October 9, 
1747, in the ship "Bestauration," James Hall, Captain. 
On May 6, 1777, he was commissioned Lieutenant 
Colonel of the Third Battalion of Militia for Philadel- 
phia County, that Battalion including troops from Chel- 
tenham, Abington, Lower Moreland, Lower Dublin, 
Byberry and Oxford. In 1778, he was a grand juror 
for the City and County of Philadelphia. On Decem- 
ber 2, 1780, he succeeded Owen Faries in command of 
the County Troop of Horse, and held that office until 
1786, when he was succeeded by Bobert Hopkins. On 
March 28, 1782, Captain Snyder, with Captains John 
Nice and Bobert Erwin, joined in charges before the 
President and Supreme Executive Council of Pennsyl- 
vania, "of certain abuses and irregularities at the last 
general election for the County. ' ' In 1785, there was a 
Peter Snyder living in Fourth Street above Vine. On 
June 5, 1797, a David Snyder was married, in Zion 
Church, to Sophia Seyfert. Captain Snyder died, in- 
testate, in August, 1809: — "on the 29 th day of August 
[1809] Letters of administration were granted unto 
Christian Snyder [his son] and Jonathan Bovington 
[his son-in-law] on the Estate of David Snydeb, miller, 
deceased. Frederick Hackly of Nor. Lib., lace weaver, 
Benjamin Johnson, Innkeeper, Nor. Lib. sureties $2400 
bond. ' ' The value of the estate was $1200. On August 



378 The Second Troop Philadelphia City Cavalry. 

11, 1843, Rebecca, widow of Colonel David Snyder, died 
and was buried from the home of her son-in-law, Wil- 
liam Conrad, in Holmesburg. David Snyder's brother, 
Christian Snyder, in 1776, was Captain in the Flying 
Camp; on March 31, 1779, he took the oath of alle- 
giance to the State ; on November 15, 1770, he was mar- 
ried to Anna Maria Jansson; and in November, 1793, 
he was a Trustee of the Public School of G-ermantown. 
Colonel David Snyder's son, Colonel Christian Snyder, 
was born in 1769; on May, 1812, was Brigade In- 
spector of the 2d Brigade, 1st Division P. M., and died 
in Moreland township, Montgomery County, Pa., on 
June 5, 1848, in his 79 th year. He was buried in Oxford 
churchyard, Frankford. 

Robert Hopkins, Jr., was the son of Robert Hopkins, 
Sr., of the District of Richmond, whose house at Point- 
no-Point was burned down on March 4, 1769 ; who, in 
December, 1776, was a member of Captain Jehu Eyre's 
Artillery Company of Philadelphia; who took the oath 
of allegiance to the State on July 12, 1777; who died 
early in 1780; and whose will, made in 1779, was pro- 
bated on March 8, 1780. This document begins as fol- 
lows: — "I, Robert Hopkins of the District of Rich- 
mond, .... being advanced in years . . . . , I do 
appoint my son Robert Hopkins and my Daughter 
Hannah Hopkins Executors of my will." He makes 
mention of a granddaughter, Elizabeth, daughter of his 
late son, Isaac, and four children — Thomas, Robert, 
Mary Jackson, and Hannah Hopkins (married Levi 
Ellmaker). After some bequests, the residue of his 
property was left to Hannah Hopkins, as well as the 
household furniture, etc. His wife's name is not men- 
tioned, she probably having predeceased him. In 
February, 1784, his executors, William Adcock, Mary 
Jackson, Robert Hopkins, and J. Bates, advertised his 
estate for sale at public vendue, as "That pleasant 
Seat, formerly the estate of Robert Hopkins deceased, 
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situate in the precinct of Bichmond, commonly called 
Point-no-Point, five miles from the city of Philadelphia, 
containing 100 acres and a half or thereabouts." 108 In 
April, 1785, it is spoken of as "the old place, the late 
seat of Mr. Eobeet Hopkins, dec. on Point-no-Point, 
five miles from Philadelphia;" 109 and in April, 1787, we 
learn that it consisted of ' ' a mansion-house and 9 acres 
and 13 perches of excellent land." uo His children, as 
has been stated, were Isaac (who died before 1780, leav- 
ing a daughter Elisabeth), Thomas, Robert, Mary 
(who married a Mr. Jackson) and Hannah. The son of 
Thomas Hopkins was Robert, an Inspector of Customs, 
who died in 1828, his will being probated on Septem- 
ber 12, 1828, and who left a wife, Margaret, and twelve 
children: — Rebecca, Sarah, Margaret, Christian, 
Charles J., Mary, Thomas, Elizabeth, Ann, Henry, 
Francis (born in 1806; died October 16, 1842, in his 
36 th year), and Robert. 

Eobeet Hopkins, Jr., son of Robert Hopkins, Sr., 
was probably a member of the County Troop from its 
inception, for he is recorded as a private in the first 
muster-roll, published in 1777. He attained the cap- 
taincy in 1786, following David Snyder, and was suc- 
ceeded, on May 24, 1788, by William Bingham. In 
April 1786, he is recorded as "carrying on the biscuit- 
baking business in Nomi's Alley" [which extended east 
and west from Front to Second Street between Chest- 
nut and Walnut, 111 in partnership with his brother 
Thomas. 112 They failed in business, for on June 30, 
1790, there appeared the first notice of the "case of 
Thomas Hopkins and Robert Hopkins, Bankrupts, of 
the City of Philadelphia, Biscuit bakers. " m Eobert 
Hopkins was elected a member of the First Troop on 
September 24, 1787; and took the oath of allegiance to 
the State on January 15, 1788. In 1789, he is recorded 
as a private in the First Company, Fourth Battalion, 
Col. John Shee. He died at his home in the District of 
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Eichmond in March, 1790. His will begins as follows : 
— "I, Eobeex Hopkins of the Precinct of Eichmond, in 
the Northern Liberties, being afflicted in body but sound 
of mind, etc. ' ' The executor of his estate was Joseph 
Few. 114 The residue of his estate was left to four minor 
sons — James, William, Thomas and Richard, to be 
equally divided among them when they reached the age 
of 21 years. No mention is made of his wife. His son, 
Thomas, in 1845, lived at No. 103 Melon Street, above 
Thirteenth Street between Green and Coates [Fair- 
mont Avenue]. 

Of the other officers of the Troop during the thirteen 
years of its existence from 1775 to 1788, two have left 
distinguished records. These are Lieutenant Abraham 
Duffield and Cornet Casper Dull. 

Abraham Duffield 115 was descended from the immi- 
grant, Robert Duffield, in the following line: — Robert 
Duffield, who settled in Burlington, New Jersey, about 
1678, was born in England in 1610, and died in Febru- 
ary 1692. His son, Benjamin, was born in England 
on September 29, 1661; came to America in 1682, 
when 21 years of age; and died on May 5, 1721. His 
son, Thomas, was born in Benfield [Torresdale], Pa., 
on February 28, 1691, and died in 1758. His son, 
Jacob, the father of Abraham, was born in 1724; 
married Hannah (born July 29, 1723, died October 
8, 1793, aged 70 years, daughter of Toby and Hannah 
Leech) ; and died on October 16, 1774. He was a 
Captain in the regiment commanded by his uncle, 
Colonel Jacob Duche, during the French and Indian 
War of 1756-7. 

Abraham Duffield, the seventh son of Jacob Duffield 
and Hannah Leech, was born in Oxford township, 
Philadelphia County, on September 26, 1753. His 
mother, after the death of Jacob Duffield, married John 
Engle. Abraham received his education at the place of 
his birth. When the Eevolutionary War broke out he 
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was 21 years old; and in 1776, when 23 years old, he 
was an Ensign in the famous Flying Camp. 116 The next 
year he is recorded, together with his brother Eduard, 
as a private in the ' ' Troop of Light Dragoons for the 
County of Philadelphia. ' n17 In 1781, when 28 years old, 
he attained the Lieutenancy of the Troop, which office 
he held for three years. "As a partizan he was emi- 
nently useful to the American cause, whilst the British 
occupied Philadelphia. His accurate knowledge of the 
country enabled him to assist in cutting off supplies 
from the British ; and made him particularly obnoxious 
to the Tories and Refugees, among whom were some of 
his neighbors." 118 In February, 1782, he opened a 
livery stable in the house formerly occupied by Benja- 
min Hemmings, in Fourth Street between Lombard and 
New Streets. In 1784-85, he was proprietor of the 
Crooked Billet Inn in The Crooked Billet [now Hat- 
boro], Pa. 119 

In early life he entered the flour and lumber business, 
and, acquiring considerable wealth, purchased, in 1799, 
the old Swedes' mill property (known popularly as 
Lydia Barrack's mill) in Fratokford, together with the 
mansion attached, where he resided until his death. As 
a bonus for his services in the Revolution he was given 
by the Government tracts of land in Kentucky aggre- 
gating 3500 acres, which we find him endeavoring to 
dispose of in 1791. That he was a man of considerable 
means for those times is shown by the fact that he was 
a creditor of Robert Morris for over $12,000. 

In May, 1802, he was elected the second Burgess that 
Frankford had, and held that office for 1803 and 1804. 
He was also a Manager of the Frankford and Bristol 
Turnpike Company in 1803 and for a number of years 
subsequently. In 1812 he was nominated for the As- 
sembly by the Federalists, but was defeated. In sub- 
sequent service in the Philadelphia Militia Lieutenant 
Duffield acquired the rank of Major; and on Thursday, 
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February 20, 1794, lie was commissioned Lieutenant- 
Colonel of the 3 d Regiment Montgomery County Militia. 
He was Chairman at a meeting of the Federal Republi- 
cans of the County of Philadelphia, convened at the inn 
of Amos Palmer, in the Northern Liberties, on May 
14, 1808. 120 

Abraham Duffield married Hannah Wilmerton (born 
May 28, 1746; died April 25, 1825, aged 79 years), of 
Rancocas, New Jersey, and by her had one son, the 
distinguished Colonel Thomas W. Duffield, Sr., who was 
Burgess of Frankford in 1824 at the time of the visit 
of Marquis de Lafayette, and, as such, delivered the 
address of welcome. Abraham Duffield was present at 
the reception which was tendered the illustrious guest. 

Colonel Duffield died, on Sunday, January 4, 1835, 
at his residence in Frankford, when in the 82 d year of 
his age, and was interred, on January 8, in Oxford 
Church ground, of which church he was for many years 
a member. "In the death of the deceased, our country 
has lost another of the much diminished number of 
those who stood forth in her defence in the gloomiest 
days of the Revolution, at the risk of his life, and with 

the loss of his property Few men have died 

more respected, and none with fewer enemies." 121 His 
brother, Richard Duffield (born in 1761), died near 
White Marsh, on November 27, 1832, in his 72 d year. 

Cornet Caspee Dull, also a distinguished and pa- 
triotic man, has left behind him an enviable record. 122 
He was the son of the Casper Dull (or Doll), a native 
of Maintz on the Rhein, who was born in 1711, and 
with his brothers, Sebastian and Christopher, arrived in 
this country on August 29, 1739, and settled in Trappe, 
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania. This emigrant 
had three sons, all of whom became officers in the Conti- 
nental Army, as follows: Casper, the eldest; Abram, 
who was Ensign in Colonel Arthur St. Clair's Second 
Battalion of the Continental Line, and who served in 



The Second Troop Philadelphia City Cavalry. 383 

the Canadian Campaign of 1776; and Christian, who 
was naturalized in Philadelphia on April 6, 1755 ; was 
Captain of the First Company in Colonel John Moore's 
Fourth Battalion of Philadelphia Association ; and who 
subsequently, in 1789, kept the Spring House Tavern 
on the Bethlehem Turnpike, in the township of Gwy- 
nedd, Montgomery County, sixteen miles from Phila- 
delphia. 123 

Casper Dull, Jr., was born at Trappe on June 11, 
1748. On September 20, 1774, he married Hannah 
Matieu {Matheivs), who was born, of Huguenot ances- 
try, on February 21, 1758, and died on February 21, 
1826, aged 68 years. 124 Casper Dull entered the services 
of the Colonies in the early days of the Revolutionary 
War, for we find his name included in the list of First 
Lieutenants of the Flying Camp of 1776. 125 After- 
wards, in 1777, he became Cornet [second lieutenants 
of cavalry and artillery were often so known before 
and during the Revolution] of the "Troop of Light 
Dragoons for the County of Philadelphia, Associated 
Battalions, 126 when he was 29 years old. He was subse- 
quently—on November 20, 1777— promoted to a First 
Lieutenancy, and later on — on September 10, 1778 — 
attained the Captaincy of a company of infantry. There 
are on record various muster-rolls of Captain Dull's 
company of infantry. Thus, we find at one time "A 
Return of the Second, Third and Fourth Classes of 
Captain Casper Dull's Comp'y, First Batt. Phila. 
County Militia," certified to in December, 1778. 127 
Again, there is recorded "a Muster Roll of Capt'n 
Dull's Comp'y of Militia of the First Battalion of 
Philada. County commaned by Col. Daniel Heester, 
Esqr. Casper Dull Captn for the 1778. " 128 

Through some influence unknown to us — perhaps be- 
cause of a first love — Captain Dull's interest was trans- 
ferred back to the cavalry, and on June 17, 1780, we 
find him again recorded as Cornet in the Troop of Light 
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Horse of Philadelphia County. 129 How long his connec- 
tion with the Troop continued is not a matter of record, 
but it is probable that at the close of the war his military- 
service ended. His devotion to the cause of the Colo- 
nies, however, is well known, and as a result of his 
liberality he emerged from the Eevolution a poorer, if a 
more distinguished man. It is true that he literally im- 
poverished himself by liberal advances of money and 
supplies to the men of his company during the winter 
which he spent with "Washington at Valley Forge, and 
on the tour of duty near Trenton. He was repaid for 
this sacrifice in depreciated Continental money, 130 which, 
it is said, at that time stood in the ratio of 40 to 1 ; and 
having burdened himself heavily he was unable to meet 
his obligations and was sold out by the sheriff. There 
being no exemption law at that early period, nothing 
was left from the ruin. It is said that Captain Dull 
"put on his best suit, ornamented with silver buttons 
with monogram," and following the example of many 
other penurious officers, started with his family for 
Westmoreland County to take up a grant of land which 
had been allotted to him for his service during the war. 
Hearing unfavorable reports of the country toward 
which he was moving, he turned off into the Juniata 
Valley, and settled a short distance above Waynes- 
borough (now McVeytown). Here, some years later, 
he was offered a pension which he refused to accept. 
He died at McVeytown on July 23, 1829, in his 82 d year. 
His son, Casper Dull, 3 d , was born on December 25, 
1791; married Jane Junkin (born January 14, 1798; 
died April 16, 1885) in 1815; and died on September 
22, 1874. 
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